Stabilization of fluorochromes after immunofluorescent staining of tissue and embedding in Epon.
Tissue blocks or sections immunofluorescent stained before embedding, i.g., liver and kidney, can be stored for more than 3 years without demonstrable fluorescence decay. The processing steps, including poststaining dehydration by alcohols and embedding in expoxy resins, seem to stabilize the fluorochromes fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC) and tetramethylrhodamine isothiocyanate (TRITC) so that they fade less during illumination. This is an advantage of the pre-embedding, immunofluorescent staining technique which is combined with a lack of damage to the antigens by the plastic embedding medium.